
The Center of Excellence for Information and Computing Technology (CoE for 
ICT), hosted at Bellevue College The Center of Excellence for Information and 
Computing Technology’s (CoE for ICT) three primary commitments in serving 
the community and technical college system (CTC) in its entirety are: 
1.  To provide high-quality, effective, free and/or reasonably priced innovative 
opportunities such as events, services, research, and resources for ICT 
educators. 
2.  To partner, recruit, and solicit advice and input, as well as sponsorships 
and in-kind donations, from industry to better align CTC students’ 
educational experience to current and future workforce needs, and utilizing 
the expertise from the industry advisory board to inform strategic Center 
objectives. 
3.  To present transparent information related to state-funded work about 
Center products and programs so stakeholders are confident of:  

• cost-efficiencies;  
• a return on the annual investment;  
• the evaluative data demonstrating success; and  
• tangible system value. 

 

http://www.coeforict.org/


http://www.coeforict.org/resources/programs-of-study-report-user-guide/


Center of Excellence’s  Relationships  
with K-14, Industry, and Students 



Programs of Study  
The State-Level Programs of Study (POS) project is the result of the Comprehensive 
Technical Education (CTE); Bill 6377, passed in the 2007-2008 session of the 
Washington State Legislature.  Centers of Excellence in Construction, Health Care, and 
Information Technology were designated to manage state-level POS projects and 
primarily convene multiple partners to: 
• Develop a standard process and template for POS that can be portable across 

Washington, 
• Verify data 
• Develop a design that could be used in an online format 
 
Over 350 secondary and post-secondary level educators, industry, labor, and 
workforce development professionals participated in this project. 
 
The three project goals, each with its own unique research methodology produced 
the following deliverables: 
• Programs of Study Template 
• Users Guide 
• Project Overview with State-Wide stakeholders (K-20 teachers, faculty, Para-

professionals, students, Technical Preparation professionals, administrators, and 
industry) 

http://www.coeforict.org/resources/programs-of-study-report-user-guide/


The Center was invited to participate in a year-long Programs of Study (POS) 
project with the end goal identified as creating a POS template model. The Center 
updated the four IT templates based upon industry in-person interviews and a 
survey.  

  
The Center discussed with OSPI and Workforce Board personnel: 
• The four updated IT POS templates, (with computer support specialist 

(technician, help desk) POS no longer viable due to lack of employment 
opportunities currently and five years out; if the employment landscape 
changes, then this POS template may be reinstated. 

• The best way to disseminate the templates and the ICT Directory’s 
information.  

• As part of the POS project, the Center was to discuss common course 
numbering articulation agreements.  On May 22, 2012 the Center met with 
OSPI, SBCTC, the state’s Workforce Board, and Tech Prep directors, and other 
educators, to discuss the IT POS work-to-date.  The group determined the 
pathway of focus for statewide articulation (identify common courses) to be 
software engineering, development, and computer science. 

• The Center identified four IT Programs of Study common courses and will 
invite approximately 40 educators in July and August of 2012 for a work 
session where courses will be reviewed for alignment and to begin the 
process exploring how best to implement common course numbering and 
articulation of the four courses. 
 

 



YourFuturein.IT 

• The website name Your Future in IT was created as well as the purchase of all 
associated or variations of the website URLs (YourFuturein.IT). 

• The design of the website’s main page design and the site’s navigation are 80% 
complete. 

• The searchable database’s structure consisting of almost 2,000 records of 
community, technical, four-year colleges and university degrees/certificates is 80% 
complete. A user will be able to search using one of the programs of study titles: 
(Programming and Software Development - Application Development and 
Software Engineering, Systems and Network Administration, Security and Systems, 
Web Design/Development and Digital Communications), or by the 
degree/certificate title, ZIP code, county, or city. 

• A student account registration process is complete. 
• A customizable programs of study form for students to both understand what 

courses to take and when, and also what they need to start preparing for and 
courses to take as they advance in an IT educational pathway has been completed. 

• Let’s look at the site.  Remember, it is still Beta. 
 





What we will be adding to the site:Between now and 
September 15, 2012 and beyond 
• An animated IT Interest Quiz  titled, What is YOUR 

Future in IT? 
• Analytics 
• Global Search 
• Ability to create PDFs 
• Twitter feed 
• Web Articles of note 
• Video 
• And, more… 
 



The Need for Software Engineers and Developers 

A software engineer has one of the most in-demand, lucrative careers in the 
world. The number of individuals presently employed in this profession, 909,600, 
is almost double that of any of the other computer careers we reviewed. About 57 
percent of software engineers design computer applications, and the remaining 
43 percent design systems software. 
 
In 2012, software engineering was again ranked as the best job in the United 
States, this time by CareerCast.com 
 
Employment of software developers is projected to grow 30 percent from 2010 to 
2020, much faster than the average for all occupations. Employment of 
applications developers is projected to grow 28 percent, and employment of 
systems developers is projected to grow 32 percent. 
 
The main reason for the rapid growth is a large increase in the demand for 
computer software. Mobile technology requires new applications. Also, the 
healthcare industry is greatly increasing its use of computer systems and 
applications. Finally, concerns over security should result in more investment in 
security software to protect computer networks and electronic infrastructure. 





"Software engineering is one of the fastest growing fields in the world today," says Ben Amaba, 
worldwide executive for IBM Complex Systems. "What we're seeing across all other disciplines is 
that software is becoming an invisible thread tying all disciplines together. Software is now 
embedded in almost all devices, mechanical devices all talk with each other, and developing 
products using software is faster and poses fewer risks than physical prototyping.“   
 
               From Dice.com and Indeed. Com (Seattle, WA and King County, WA respectively) 



King/Snohomish Counties 


